
BIOGRAPHY 

Many consider Wang Jie's  stylistic 
versatility a rare trait among today's 
composers. One day she spins a few notes into 
a large symphony, the next she conjures a 
malevolent singing rat onto the opera stage. 
Unveiling beauty in this world, and paving new 
paths for lasting public engagement with 
classical music are at the heart of her artistry. 

At age 29, her Carnegie Hall debut was a 
career-launcher. Having already surprised the 
American Composers Orchestra by composing a 
miniature opera for the concert stage, Jie shape-
shifted to become a character in her own opera 
FROM THE OTHER SKY, swiveled between several 
keyboard instruments and underwent several 
costume changes. Since then, her SYMPHONY 
NO.2, commissioned and premiered by the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra under the baton of 
Leonard Slatkin was streamed live to a worldwide 
audience. OBOE CONCERTO, commissioned and 
premiered by the Orchestra of the League of 
Composers, earned Jie her first standing ovation. 
For the past three years running, Jie's 
SYMPHONY NO.1 has been the most-broadcast 
work on the most-listened-to classical music show 
on public radio. A popular concert opener, her 
SYMPHONIC OVERTURE - AMERICA THE 
BEAUTIFUL is adored by tens of thousands of live 
audiences across the United States each year. 

During pre-pandemic seasons, you might have 
heard about her pioneering opera IT RAINED ON 
SHAKOPEE based on her mentoring experience 
at the Minnesota state prison for women. Another 
example of her innovative approach to pave new 
paths for greater public engagement with classical 
music, was her one-of-a-kind “Composer-in-
Residence” with Performance Today, sharing her 
entire creative process with an audience over a 
four-day whirlwind of composition on board  
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a cruise ship on the Seine River. Now that the 
concert stage has unpaused, in the year 2022 
alone, Jie has enjoyed world premieres with the 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Colorado 
Music Festival, the Cathedral of St. John and 
Divine, and The Apollo Chamber Players. 

Jie holds a Ph.D. in music theory and 
composition from New York University. Her 
dissertation was an interdisciplinary investigation 
of extraordinary artistic creativity through the 
lenses of Symbolic Philosophy, Psychology and 
Neuroscience. Additionally, she obtained an Artist 
Diploma from the Curtis Institute of Music, MM 
and BM from the Manhattan School of Music. Her 
career is made possible by trailblazing folks at 
New York City Opera, The League of American 
Orchestras, Opera America, American Composers 
Forum, etc. And she is continuously fueled by 
organizations that supported her endeavors, such 
as American Academy of Arts and Letters, the 
Koussevitzky Foundation in the Library of 
Congress, the McKnight Foundation, the V. 
Toulmin Foundation, to name a few. These lists 
are extensive, proof that the whole village 
must show up to bear witness as an artist 
struggles daily for her integrity. This daily 
practice, as James Baldwin says, must be 
considered as a metaphor for the universal 
struggle of all human beings to get to become 
human beings. ♦ 

To find out more:

552 Riverside Drive #1D | NEW YORK NY | USA 10027
917.536.7217 
www.wangjiemusic.com | wangjie@wangjiemusic.com
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“Ms. Wang Jie is right on 
target in her approach to 
pique the interest of 
today’s contemporary 
classical audience,” said 
Edwards. “Most music 
performance outside the 
classical realm now has a 
very large visual 
component intermixed 
with the music. Ms. Jie 
inventively addresses this 
issue with great music and 
images that touch on 
issues of politics and 
mortality. She does this 
with thought provoking 
taste and humor. Her 
music leaves your mind a 
buzzing.” - The Detroiter

“Those of you that know 
me, during the years I've 
been a musician director 
here, I've always said that in 
order for orchestras and 
music directors and boards 
to preserve the music of the 
past, we need, desperately, 
to enable music of the 
future. And I've tried to do 
that as the music director. 
We've programmed 
contemporary music, living 
composers. But it's seldom 
that there is a work, it's not 
only good, it's really good, 
but it's fun. It’s 
unadulterated joy to 
conduct and to play.” 

- Gerhardt Zimmermann 

“…clear, lucid and 
evocative" 

- The New York Times 

“Wang Jie is a unique and complex 
voice, combining a fierce 
intelligence with a vulnerable 
beauty in orchestral music that 
virtually shimmers with color."  

- JoAnn Falletta 

EDUCATION 

PhD, New York University 

Artist Diploma, Curtis Institute of Music 

Master of Music, Manhattan School of Music 

Bachelor of Music, Manhattan School of Music 

“Wang Jie is a musical polyglot whose compositions 
draw influences from styles across the globe — a 
musician with a great sense of humor and natural 
theatrical flair.” 

-Derek Bermel 

“Working with Jie was like observing the formation 
of a glorious rainbow. No matter how heavy the 
fog, her music find its way to a radiant smile.” 

-Inmo Yang 

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES 

• JoAnn Falletta: joannfalletta@gmail.com 

• Yehudi Wyner: 781-396-3385 

• Derek Bermel: 917-574-7337 

• Cindy Tian-Hsin Wu: 267-471-1267 

• Gerhardt Zimmermann: 
gerhardtzimmermann@me.com

“We've been in trouble for a long 
time because we create more tools 

than poetry.” 

IMPACT 

• Symphony No.1 is the most broadcast symphony on 
the most listened to classical music show on public 
radio. It has reached close to 2 million listeners across 
the nation. 

• Averaging 4 per season, Wang Jie’s outreach work 
inspires thousands of student musicians and school 
children to make positive changes in the world. 

• Co-founder of Emerging Composers Intensive, Wang 
Jie mentors emerging composers every summer to 
advocate high-reward collaboration between 
professional musicians and living composers. 

• A world-class musician herself, Wang Jie creates 
composition of unyielding integrity, which in turn 
enables musicians to shine on stage. Her approach has 
resonated with conductors, performers and audiences 
alike. Programming her works has consistently resulted 
in the largest audience turnout.


